LASSICS
PERSONENT HODIE

Christmas Melody from “Piae Cantiones”

Arranged Duncan Stubbs

(Simply Classics — by definition ‘a simple and harmonious design unaffected by passing
fashion’.

We hope you enjoy our selection for young bands.

Care has been taken to ensure arrangements have the flexibility needed for bands of
reduced resources thus enabling balanced performance. Ingrades 1 and 1.5 justone part

is scored and supplied for all the regular ‘low’ band instruments. Any one of these
instruments can maintain the bass line. Where none of these instruments are available
the part can be covered by the tenor saxophone, playing the B flat treble clef euphonium

part.
_/
- Programme Note: N

“On this day earth shall ring,
With the song children sing
To the Lord, Christ our King
Born on earth to save us
Him the father gave us”
Historical Note

The Piae Cantiones is a collection of Medieval Songs originating in Finland and was intended, it
is believed, to be sung by the pupils of the Turka Cathedral School. The tunes were preserved ina
printed edition dated 1582. The tune Personent Hodie was first performed much earlier, some
sources stating as early as 1360. Popularly known as On this day Earth shall ring this medieval
carol tells of the birth of Jesus and includes a verse which recounts the visit of the Wise Men. It is
frequently associated with the ‘Feast of the Holy Innocents’, held on December 28th, which
commemorates the young boys slain by King Herod in his vain search for the baby Jesus.

Performance Notes

This arrangement frequently features the open harmonies of 4ths and 5ths characteristic of the
early medieval chant. This raises specific and constructive intonation issues that are worthy of
careful attention. '

In the central section the piano marking, while aimed for, should not weaken the security of the
tune in the bassline. The entry of the upper parts at bar 19, however, should always be quiet.

The drum ‘solo” at bar 28 can be doubled on any number of drums if desired. The sound quality is
very important to try to recreate the medieval effect desired. Snares off throughout with deeper
pitched drums used if available. The repeatsection is optional dependant on the bands stamina.

Where the tuba part is in octaves the most comfortable note should be selected. If bass
instruments are not present, the treble clef euphonium part should be played by the tenor

saxophone. J










